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A word from the President 
 
I’ve always been a little kid at heart and I particularly like silly little toys or trivial computer 
games.  So I particularly enjoyed reading a recent article about gadgets you can plug into 
your USB port.  Did you think that the USB port was just for plugging in your flash drive, 
camera, printer or maybe a webcam for use when you make Skype calls?  Well, think again! 
 
You can now  get all manner of things to make your life a little more interesting  when sitting 
at your computer.  How about a USB foot warmer for these still cool evenings?  It looks just 
like a big fluffy slipper, but has a little heating element inside to keep your toes nice and 
cosy.   Or if you  are into aromatherapy you can get a little USB gadget that will waft the 
smell of lavender around you while you tap away at the keyboard.  And to help you relax 
further you can plug in a miniature illuminated waterfall – mind you the sound of water 
trickling might cause some people to run to another, smaller, room! 
 
On a slightly more serious note – at the AGM on November 2 we will be electing a new 
committee.  We need a few more people to replace those who are leaving, so please put your 
name forward if you are able to join us.  Thanks. 
  
 Colin Hooker 

	
  Our	
  own	
  web	
  site	
  
Remember that  we have our very own web site.  The site is 
hosted and sponsored by WebDrive, whose logo appears here. 
 Go to www.seniornetmotueka.org.nz 
 

Works	
  no	
  more	
  
  Microsoft has now officially abandoned Microsoft Works, the  
word processing and data suite that was delivered with many 
Windows-equipped computers. Says one commentator: “This 
badly conceived and badly managed home applications suite -- 
one can hardly call it an office suite -- has been bedeviling users 
for years. People would buy new computers under the 
impression that they were getting, say, a working word 
processor, and would only later find out that not only does said 
word processor offer very little, but it doesn't even use the same 
format that its big brother Word does. And now, Microsoft is 
finally discarding what should have been kicked aside long 
ago.“ 
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The	
  Dig	
  meets	
  
  
Colin welcomed 24 members. He announced that the good news was the club had bought a 
slide scanner but the bad news was that they were having trouble getting it to work!  So 
"watch this space" as they say.  As soon as it's up and running, we will be informed. 
  
One member showed us a calendar with beautiful scenes of New Zealand and said that we 
can send in photos that we have taken for consideration for them to be used in the calendar.  
  
The theme for this month was 'Clouds"  and we had a very interesting show, which included 
shots taken from an aircraft, sunrises, sunsets, stormy 
clouds and everything in between.  There were, as 
always, some really stunning pictures, not only from this 
area but all around the country.  Next months theme is 
'Children'. 
After coffee/tea break we split into three groups. Colin 
took one group and gave tips on taking Portraits. Mary 
took one group and gave tips on using the self timer 
setting. 
Walter took one group and gave tips on using the Macro 
setting.   
After about 15 or 20 minutes, the groups moved around 
so that we got a chance at all three subjects.  It was a very interesting afternoon, so much so 
in fact that we again went over time.  Thank you, Colin. Mary and Walter, I'm sure we all 
learned something, I know I certainly did.   
See you all on Friday,   November 6, at 2.30pm. 
Norah Morris. 
 

Subs	
  please	
  
 
Dear Member[s] 
 
After another successful year, thanks to your support, it is with pleasure that I invite you to 
renew your membership for 2010.  

Single $30    Double $40 
Payment can be made by any of the following options:- 
 

By Internet Banking: Account name “SeniorNet (Motueka) Inc” Please ensure your name is        
recorded also. Account number 03-0693-0194302-00 with the Westpac Bank, Motueka 
Branch 

   By cash/cheque at the next members’ meeting 
   By cheque payable to SeniorNet Motueka Inc; & posted to P.O. Box 297, Motueka 7143 
  
   Please PRINT your name if mailing your payment:   
………………………………………….. 
 
Thank you.  Your 2010 membership card will be forwarded as receipt of payment. 
Ann Long   
[Membership Secretary] 
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Windows	
  7	
  soon…buy	
  a	
  new	
  computer	
  
If you are considering  Windows 7,  download and run the beta of Microsoft's Windows 7 
Upgrade Advisor, which you'll find on the company's Get Windows 7 page. The utility will 
indicate whether there are known Windows 7 compatibility problems with any devices on 
your PC. If so, the advisor may even suggest how to resolve the problem.    
Microsoft  says that systems running Vista will usually have no problem moving to Windows 
7. But if you're using XP, the company says you should "experience Windows 7 on a new 
PC."  
If you are planning to put 7 on your present machine,  you should get rid of all unnecessary 
programs and  things that you no longer  use. 
Many  uninstall utilities that come with programs leave behind files, folders, shortcuts, and 
Registry entries. But   two free uninstall utilities that do a more thorough job are ZSoft 
Uninstaller and Revo Uninstaller. You'll find links to download on the ZSoft Software site 
and on the VS Revo Group site. 
After dumping all but the essential programs on your system, right-click the Recycle Bin icon 
on the desktop and choose Empty Recycle Bin.  Next, right-click your hard drive's icon in 
Windows Explorer or any folder window and choose Properties, Disk Cleanup. 
Finally, defragment your hard disk. You can start Windows' built-in disk defragmenter from 

the drive's Properties dialog box by choosing the Tools tab 
and clicking Defragment Now.  
Next,  use Windows' free, built-in Backup utility or another 
backup program to copy your data files to a removable 
medium. Second, gather the installation discs and serial 
numbers for your applications. If you do a clean install of 
Windows 7, you'll need the discs and software license 
numbers to reinstall the programs once the upgrade is 
finished. Also, be prepared to download and install any 
patches and security updates for the programs from the 
vendors' sites. 
Third, be prepared for  unexpected hardware glitches. Visit 

the download section of your PC vendor's site to find the Windows 7 drivers for your specific 
video and network adapters. Save the Win7 version of the drivers for your system's adapters 
on a USB drive or other removable medium. If something goes wrong with your upgrade, 
installing the new drivers you've saved in this way may solve the problem. 
Meanwhile Walt Mossberg of The Wall Street Journal has given Microsoft's Windows 7 a 
glowing review, noting that Microsoft's latest operating system is still behind Apple's Mac 
OS X, but not by much.   
 

New	
  members	
  	
  
A warm welcome is extended to the following new members:- Sue and Neil Bruce-Miller, 
Erin Dugdale, Jill Seeney, Alison Rae, Ruth and Ron Suckling, Margaret Paynter, Tony 
Holyoake, Heather Archer, and Merril Kroupa. 

Search-­‐engine	
  advert	
  danger	
  
 
Advertisements which appear on Bing and Google  search engines along with your search 
results are linking more and more often to sites trying to infect your machine, writes Susan 
Bradley  on the “Windows Secrets” website. 
 
Neither Bing nor Google   prescreens  bogus advertisers, so it's up to users to avoid  them. 
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The three largest search sites — Google, Yahoo, and Bing — regularly sell keywords to 
criminals looking to trick you into downloading and installing fake anti-malware products, 
Susan Bradley writes.  The crooks then steal your personal information or hold your system 
for ransom before letting you remove their malware from your machine. 
 
The search providers have been aware of this for years. To their discredit, they've done little 
to end the practice, even though it's in their power to do so.   They're making money hand 
over fist from those sponsored text ads and don't want to kill the goose that lays the golden 
eggs. 
 
 As search terms become popular, scammers jump at the chance to have their bogus ads 
appear among the results. To get their deceptive ads into these highly visible search results, 
these criminals simply buy these high-traffic terms from the search engines. 
 The best advice? Don’t click on Google and Bing advertisements  for anti-virus or anti-
malware programs, and  avoid any that you are  not confident are links to legitimate and well-
known businesses.  
If you're at all suspicious of an ad's legitimacy, check the URL through a service such as 
hpHosts, which tracks domain names that researchers have reported as malicious. 
 
Maybe just don’t click on any search-engine advertisements at all. 
 
For example, on Google, you may   see a link to Cyberdefender.com among the results if you 
are looking for security software.  This company is listed genuine security sites as being one 
that is selling fraudulent software. 
 

Special	
  offers	
  
Don’t forget the special offers and prices available to SeniorNet members through the 
SeniorNet Federation website.  Microsoft Office home and student edition, for instance, is 
available for $150 instead of the usual  $240.  Save several SeniorNet subs in one hit! 
Go to  www.seniornet.co.nz. 
  

Computers	
  and	
  Coffee	
  	
  
The club rooms will be open on the second Monday  of each month from  10am to 11.30am 
for an informal drop-in session. Come along and ask questions, discuss problems or just get 
to know other  members. This could also be a chance to go 
over some of the things you have learned in courses.   

SeniorNet	
  committee	
  2009	
  
Colin Hooker  (pres.)                 528  8240           bandch@xtra.co.nz 
Pauline Samways  (vice pres)   528 7257            psamways@clear.net.nz 
Terry Sargent  (treas.)               528 8280            blackie@ts.co.nz 
Chris Greenwood                      528 5315          bandcg@xtra.co.nz 
Maureen Hutton   (sec.)            528 0630            
maureen.hutton@clear.net.nz   
 Ann Long  (membership)         528  8224           annlong@clear.net.nz 
 Steve Turner                            528 8053            stevet2@clear.net.nz          
Joe Farrow                                528 6217           JoeFarrow@xtra.co.nz 
Margaret McLean                      528 7316            N.M.McLean@xtra.co.nz 
Richard Shee                            527 8662            shee@xtra.co.nz 

The	
  Mac	
  Interest	
  Group	
  -­‐-­‐	
  MIG	
  
Good news at the meeting at the end of September was the  
decision of the committee to buy two Macs for the 
clubrooms…it’s going to make our tutorials and 

 
*New Computers  
*Notebooks 
*Repairs/Upgrades  
*Consumables 
*2nd Hand Computers 
*Printers /Scanners 
*Digital Cameras  
*Cables/Adaptors  
*Network Systems 
 

IT consultants and hardware 
Suppliers to our Local schools & 

Businesses  
See your local team for friendly,  professional 
advice 

 

98 High Street, Motueka  
Phone/Fax 03 528 6535  

Email: info@affordablecomputers.co.nz  
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demonstrations a lot easier. 
Initial tutorial courses have started this month….there’s still time, if you have not put your 
name down.  Included is an excellent course on Mail, and its many features.  
At the September meeting we looked at the many uses of the built-in Preview program, from 
reading PDFs to  manipulating photos and, in its latest version, running scanners.  We also 
had an initial look at iPhoto, but the depth of this program means that several other sessions 
will be needed.  Then there is  iDVD, iMovie, iWeb, Garageband, and perhaps some of the 
iWorks suite of applications. 
Val Swatridge kindly made her laptop available for the session, and we finally had the right 
cable to hook it up to the projector.  
	
  
	
  
TelstraClear	
  offer	
  
         

       TelstraClear helps support SeniorNet , and credits the SeniorNet Federation with 3% of the 
billed amount of  the phone accounts of SeniorNet members who register with TelstraClear.   
So far this year $25,000 has been received by the Federation for the benefit of all SeniorNets 
from this source.   If you are a TelstraClear customer, phone them (0508 888 800), say you 
are a member of SeniorNet Motueka and wish to join their funding scheme.   You will need 
your TelstraClear account number.  

Praise	
  for	
  new	
  Microsoft	
  security	
  suite	
  
 
Microsoft’s new free security suite  is fast, full-featured,  praised by experts, and is making 
anti-virus  product vendors  most unhappy, reports the Windows Secrets website. 
 
MSE takes over antivirus and antispyware duties while tossing in antirootkit features. 
Microsoft provides on its Security Essentials page downloads for 32-bit XP, 32- and 64-bit 

Vista, and 32- and 64-bit Windows 7. The 
correct version for your system will be 
selected automatically.  In order to install 
MSE, your PC has to pass Microsoft's 
Windows Genuine Advantage validation 
test. 
 
MSE conducts periodic scans and real-
time malware monitoring. The program 
vets email attachments and file downloads, 

too. The program does everything you'd expect an antivirus, anti-malware, and/or anti-rootkit 
product to do. 
 
The program is free for personal use. Independent German testing company AV-Test.org says 
MSE picked up 98% of the viruses and 91% of the spyware thrown at it by the organisation's 
tests. 
 
 If you're an antivirus software publisher, MSE's success is not a happy matter. If you have 
MSE, there’s not much point in paying out for a commercial anti-virus product. 
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Save	
  some	
  space	
  
Temporary Internet files used by  Internet Explorer  are  notorious for hogging hard drive 
space. By default, the program earmarks a huge chunk of space to store information about 
Web sites you’ve visited,   but letting the program use more than 50MB is generally overkill. 
In IE, from the Tools menu, click Internet Options. In the Temporary Internet Files section, 
click Settings, then click and drag the Amount of Disk Space to Use slider to the left to 
reduce the space Explorer uses for   temporary Internet Files.	
  

McHints	
  
Spotlight's the best tool around for finding things on your 
Mac, but sometimes it gives you more than you can deal 
with. The Spotlight pane in System Preferences lets you 
remove files you're probably never going to want to include 
in searches, such as System Preferences and Fonts, and lets 
you reorder categories so the items you want appear at the 
top. 
 
But Spotlight is also a great way to launch an application 
quickly, simply by typing its name then hitting Enter. It also 
has a few secrets for those in a mathematical hurry – type a 
simple calculation into it and Spotlight will give you the 
answer straight away. 
iPhoto hints 
iPhoto has many hidden keyboard shortcuts that aren't mentioned in the menus, including M 
to magnify a photo. Tapping the space bar will have the same result. 
 
For most people, Cmd + Option + Backspace will get rid of a photo altogether.   If you have a 
photo selected in an album, this will delete the photo altogether rather than just from the 
album. 
iTuneshint 
Having trouble finding album art in iTunes? Go to  www.widget-foundry.com and download 
their free Amazon Album Art widget. This searches Amazon for the artwork you want for a 
selected track, and almost never fails. When you find it, just  click on the “set as art in 
iTunes” button and  the program does the rest. 
 

Single	
  click	
  your	
  mouse	
  
 
If you want to be able to single click items to open them , click Start > Control Panel > (set to 
"Classic View) > click Folder options > under General tab > select the "Single-click to open 
an item (point to select) also select “Underline icon titles only when I point at them” in the 
radio box and click OK. If you do not like the method reverse the instructions to return to 
normal. 
!

Sort	
  a	
  Mailbox	
  	
  	
  
To change the sort order of a folder in Windows Mail or Outlook Express: click on the 
heading of the column by which you want to sort.  To reverse the order, click on the same 
column heading again. You can include additional columns not shown by default. Select . 
View | Columns... from the menu and check all desired criteria. 
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The	
  magnifier	
  
Magnifier is a display utility that makes the computer screen more readable by people who 
have low vision by creating a separate window that displays a magnified portion of the 
screen. Magnifier is a big help for people who have slight visual impairments.  
You can find  more about Magnifiier at ---  
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/accessibility/magnifierturnon.mspx 
To  turn on and use Magnifier. --- 
On the Start menu: 
• 
Point to All Programs. 
• 
Point to Accessories. 
• 
Point to Accessibility.  (Vista use “Ease of access centre”) 
• 
Select Magnifier. 
 
A message box with a link to more information about Microsoft Magnifier may appear. To 
close the box, select OK.  
To use Magnifier but hide the Magnifier Settings dialog box, select the Minimize button.  
To turn off Magnifier, in the Magnifier Settings dialog box, select the Exit button. 
 

To	
  Upgrade	
  or	
  Not?	
  
Question:  
I've been using Windows XP for over five years now and I enjoy it. Would there be any 
reason for me to upgrade to Windows 7 or should I stick with Windows XP? 
Answer: 
Windows 7 is  being touted as the best new Windows since Windows XP. And, there's no 
doubt that it has a lot of nice new features and a cool new look - but is it worth the price if 
you're happy with what you have - possibly not. 
You can't actually upgrade from Windows XP to Windows 7. You'd have to do a clean install 
using the Windows 7 upgrade DVD - which means you'd basically be starting from scratch. 
Vista users can upgrade to Windows 7 and leave all their files, programs, documents, etc. 
intact. Plus, depending on the age of your computer, it might not be able to run Windows 7 
very well. 
Microsoft will continue to support XP until 2014 - that's five years from now. That means all 
XP users will continue to get all security fixes and patches, as well as new service packs (if 
any) until 2014. By 2014, Windows 7 will be going on five years old and there will probably 
be another new version of Windows by then. 
So, if you are happy with Windows XP (and a lot of XP users are), there is no compelling 
reason to install Windows 7 - and since you can't upgrade from Windows XP to Windows 7 
anyway, you'd basically be starting all over. 
All new computers offered for sale from October 22 on (except Netbooks) will probably have 
Windows 7 installed. Since your computer is at least five years old, you may find yourself 
buying a new computer before Microsoft support for XP ends in 2014. So, unless you need a 
new computer, you may as well stay with Windows XP. 
 
---With thanks to Eden-Mt Roskill SeniorNet 
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Email	
  Etiquette	
  
· Do not send messages without a subject line · Do not send a second email to complain 
"the first" was not answered quick enough; keep in mind some people are not on their 
computers every day. 
· Do not click reply to an old message and talk about something completely different 
from the subject line. 
· When responding to a message leave the original message intact · Do not include 
oversized attachments in email; try to keep them below 500 kb, or 
send an email to the recipient and warn them you have a large file ready to be sent 
· Do not send .exe files in email; many email services will block the email 
· Never pass on warnings or other alerts by email that say "send to all your friends". 
They are almost always  hoaxes. 
Do not use "vacation responders" (sometimes called the “Out of Office” response).  Your 
close friends will know if you are gone; everyone else can wait until you get home. If you 
really need to access email use a web mail account like Gmail that you can access from 
anywhere. 
Do not use or expect others to allow "read receipts". If someone wants you to know your mail 
has been read, they will respond to you. 
Don't send mails with a cc of all your friends; be sure you use bcc. 
Don't assume because you have a high-speed connection that everyone else does too. There 
are still many people using dial-up. Nothing is more irritating to those folks than receiving an 
embedded video they can't watch, or a huge embedded image that takes them 15 or 20 
minutes to download. 
--Thanks to Eden-Mt Roskill SeniorNet 
 

Don’t	
  forget	
  the	
  library	
  
 
Have you looked  lately at the books and magazines you can borrow from the club library?  
Plenty there for the camera enthusiast - why not join the DIG (Digital Interest Group)?  Or if 
family history is your cup of tea there is the Genealogy Group section.  Both these groups 
meet on  Friday afternoons once a month. 
It’s also well worth going through the many magazines such as PC World, Net Guide, Digital 
Camera, Family Tree, etc - these can be very helpful.  Many CDs of programs are  in the 
drawers for you to borrow.  Just write all the details in the borrowing book on the top shelf, 
and don't forget to return the books when you have  finished so someone else can enjoy them 
too. 
 Lastly, have you seen the new computer?  It's an Apple Mac, and there will be one more 
along soon.  As more people are using these we have started an MIG - Mac Interest Group -  
which  meets on the last Friday of each month. There are Mac magazines (with program 
disks) and some other Mac material in the library too. More will appear in the weeks ahead. 
 If you have any interesting computer magazines and manuals you may like to donate to the 
club then please do so - we will be happy to have them. 
  
Ann Bassford 
Librarian 

Local	
  Mac	
  Support	
  
Geoffrey Paynter  (gpaynter@maxnet.co.nz)   works at the Parklands and Riwaka schools on 
their Macs, and handles setup and repair.  His charge-out rate is $55 an hour plus GST, with 
no charge for travel.  He can source  new  or used  desktop or laptop Macs and can set 
machines up for broadband, networking, and wireless. 


