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Snippets and items of interest 
from members welcomed. 

If you have something you 
would like to have posted in 

the newsletter, a question or an 
item of interest, please do con-

tact the editor with details. 

You don’t have to be a com-
puter whiz to have something 
of interest to other members  -  

so just email your ideas to: 

Patsy O’Shea 

maisieskid@slingshot.co.nz 
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I don’t know if it’s just me, but I must say the rate of 
change, especially in electronic stuff, seems to be acceler-
ating all the time.  No sooner did I get used to our new 
VHS video recorder than tapes became obsolete and we 
had to get a DVD player instead.  Now that’s been super-
seded by Blueray and HD recorders. 
 

 Mobile phones are the same.  At one time they were used 
to make phone calls – now you can use them to take pho-
tos, send emails, surf the net, play games . . and who 
knows what else the latest models will do for you. 
 

 And of course, computers are the fastest changing things 
of them all.  I thought Windows 98 was pretty good, but 
eventually gave in and bought a computer with Windows 
XP installed on it.  That immediately became obsolete as 
Vista came out about a month later and now that in turn is 
now being replaced by Windows 7. 
 

 “And when will Motueka SeniorNet get with it and install 
Windows 7 on the club computers?” ask members who 
have just bought new computers and want some help with 
how to use them.  Well, don’t worry – your committee has 
it all in hand.  It’s really a delicate balancing trick as there 
are still members wanting basic instruction on computers 
using XP and Vista, but by the middle of the year we ex-
pect to have our computers running on Windows 7.  
Watch this space! 
�

Colin Hooker  -  January 
2010 
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Current membership  =  307 

It is likely that the course on Word 2003 will not be continued as there has 
been little interest in the past year. 

A new database (SNAP) will soon be in use  -  members should notice little difference apart from one 
or two pieces of information to be supplied. It should also make enrolments much simpler and certainly 
preparing returns for the NZ Federation will be far easier. 

The trend is for shorter courses and workshops  -  the education committee makes every effort to re-
spond to these trends in a timely manner. 

The rate per student which we receive from the NZ Federation will decrease by 20% this year as a pru-
dent measure in the current climate of cuts to education. 

Top of the South Federation Meeting. 

This will be held on Thursday March 18th in Nelson. Tutors are encouraged to attend, lunch will be pro-
vided and some reimbursement for travel for those who take passengers in their car. Contact Pauline 
Samways or Colin Hooper if interested in attending. 
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*New Computers *Notebooks *Repairs/Upgrades  *Consumables *2nd Hand Computers *Printers /Scanners *Digital 
Cameras  *Cables/Adaptors  *Network Systems. IT consultants and hardware Suppliers to our Local schools & Businesses  
������ ��������	����!���!�������)����!�����������6� ��� 98 High Street, Motueka  Phone/Fax 03 528 6535   
Email: info@affordablecomputers.co.nz �
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Now we know YOU don’t take your coffee and biscuits anywhere near your computer and keyboard. No doubt 
when the crumbs, dust and other debris appears, you are quite sure it’s those pesky grandchildren or other visi-
tors who don’t understand keyboard protocol. 

But somehow the keyboard can amass a stunning array of debris. PC World suggests the following cleaning rou-
tine: 
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Our tutors are special people  -  they look just like you and me (well, sort of), but 
they have something extra. And they are prepared to share that something with 
you.  This month we profile the tutors of the Computer Awareness for Beginners  -  
Doreen Inwood and helper Ann Bassford.  
 

Doreen Inwood was born on the West Coast and raised in Takaka. She worked in 
clerical work until after her marriage, when she brought her considerable skills to 
owning and helping to run a large apple orchard for 43 years, along with parenting. 
 

Doreen says ‘I have always been fascinated by others using their computers so when the opportunity arose 5 
years ago I joined SeniorNet to learn as much as I could on every subject that was available, first as a Tutor's As-
sistant and then as a Tutor. Teaching others how to use and understand their computers has given me a great lot 
of joy as well as making new friends and belonging to a friendly, animated and creative club of people which I 
would recommend whole heartily.’� Besides SeniorNet Doreen enjoys gardening, reading and family re-
search but no longer has time for her former passion for crafts. 
 

Ann Bassford was born and raised in Nottingham UK where she was educated at Grammar School and 
later worked in the Civil Service. Ann came to New Zealand in 1981 with her husband and 2 young 
daughters, and did ’temping’ work for a number of large corporates in Auckland.  
 

Ann says ‘I retired when we came to Mot. in Aug 2004 and soon after joined SN when friends in the walking 
group told me about it. Been helping Doreen for about 2 years cos I like meeting people and it's a buzz to see the 
beginners really enjoying themselves at our classes. This is what SNet is meant to be’.�Ann is also the Club li-
brarian and her other interests include genealogy and travel. 
 

Our thanks to our tutors for their dedication to the task of imparting skills and knowledge to others. 
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The NZ SeniorNet Federation website is featuring a number of special offers for SeniorNet members. 
These include the Telstra-Clear offer, anti-virus software, computer supplies and much more. 

Of particular interest to our members may be the magazine subscription discounts  -  publications sub-
ject to discounts include Australian Women’s Weekly, North and South, Taste, Farm Trader and Mo-
torhomes, Caravans and Destinations. Discounts offered range from 12% to 43%. Visit the Federation’s 
website for full details. 

http://www.seniornet.co.nz/  Federation website. Go to Special Offers link on the sidebar menu. 

PS you can also check back issues of the Federation Newsletter on this site  -  use sidebar menu for this 
as well.  

And remember that our sponsors offer discounts and benefits to SeniorNet members too. 
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Quick cures for the worst Win-
dows 7 annoyances  

 

In its seemingly never-ending quest for a 
better Windows, Microsoft simply can't 
resist tinkering with — and sometimes 
completely removing — features that 
many of us loved.  
 
If you find yourself tripping over new Windows 
7 features or missing favorite old ones, there 
are some tips that will come to your rescue. 
 
Lost in all the glowing Windows 7 reviews and 
marketing hype is the fact that 
not everything about Microsoft's 
new OS is an unqualified suc-
cess. You don't have to use 
Win7 for very long before you 
notice one of your favorite fea-
tures of earlier Windows versions is changed 
or missing. 
 
But if you don't like the default Win7 interface 
and the features that Microsoft prefers, no 
problem! A few simple tweaks can let you 
adjust Win7 to your own liking. Even better, 
some of the tips also apply to Vista and XP. 

You will find these tips at: 

http://windowssecrets.com/ 


